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BIONOTES 

 
Ms. Alina Mungiu-Pippidi is the President of the Romanian Academic Society (RAS) 
and Professor of Democracy Studies at the Hertie School of Governance in Berlin, 
since 2007. She studied political science at Harvard University after completing a 
PhD in Social Psychology in 1995 at the University of Iasi in Romania. She chairs the 
European Research Centre for Anti-Corruption and State Building Research 
(www.againstcorruption.eu) and co-directs the EU FP7 five years research project 
ANTICORRP. She serves as an adviser on issues of anti-corruption to the European 
Commission DG Home, after having consulted in the past for UNDP, Freedom 

House, NORAD, DFID and World Bank, among others. She was a Visiting Scholar at Harvard, Stanford, the 
European University Institute and St. Antony's College of Oxford University, among others. In 1996 she 
founded the think tank Romanian Academic Society, which has since played an important role in promoting 
good governance in Romania, and inspired and advised many civil society anti-corruption coalitions in other 
countries. Her research interests are in the area of Europeanization, state building, institutional 
transformation, and development of modern governance.  

 
 

Răzvan Orăşanu is the Research Director of RAS. Mr. Orăşanu holds a B.Sc. in 
Philosophy and Economics from the London School of Economics and, previous to 
that, attended Epsom College, in Great Britain. He has studied Public Economics with 
Professor Nicholas Barr and was a teaching assistant at HEC Paris, the Paris-based 
business school now ranked in Europe’s top 10. He is currently completing his 
Master in Public Policy (MPP) at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University, a 2-year program preparing graduates for positions of leadership 
in national and international organisations. He is a Kokkalis Fellow and the recipient 
of the Shorenstein Centre Summer Award for his work on the plagiarism of the 

Romanian Education Minister, which was quoted by Nature magazine. 

In February 2005, aged 23, Mr. Orăşanu was appointed Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister of Romania, a 
position that he held for three years, with a one year interruption when he served as President of the 
Authority for State Assets Recovery (AVAS). During his term, 82 privatizations were completed, among 
which notably that of the Commercial Bank of Romania (BCR). He also initiated an internship scheme ‘Start 
Internship’ distinguished by the OECD as a “Model PPP in Southeast Europe” and he has later contributed 
to the creation of a business school, Pilkington Ratiu Business School.  

He is a columnist on public policy and current affairs focusing on fiscal deficit and good governance issues. 
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Corina Murafa holds a Master degree in public policy from the Hertie School of 
Governance in Berlin, with a focus on economic policy and sustainability. An energy 
policy expert, Corina’s current work in Romania was preceded by stints with the 
United Nations Development Programme, and Deloitte consulting. She has been 
engaged with the Romanian Academic Society as a team leader in an international 
research project on public service delivery modes in education. She is a former 
Open Society Institute fellow at New York University and is currently an associate 
fellow for the Aspen Institute Romania, where she also acts as President of the 

alumni network. In the last two years, she has also published articles on economic globalization and 
integration for the FutureChallenges project of the Bertelsmann Foundation. 

 

  

Valentin Ariton is a Senior Consultant in the field of public policy evaluation and an 
afiliated expert of the Romanian Academic Society. He has worked in the field in the 
French Ministry of Finances, in Germany at the European Stability Initiative and in 
Romania. Valentin holds a masters’ degree in public policy, from Hertie School of 
Governance in Germany (HsoG) and a masters’ degree in development economics and 
international project management at the Paris Est-Créteil University. 

 

Péter Radó is an Educational Policy Specialist, graduate of Eötvös Loránd University of 
Budapest in matters of history. He has worked as a Head of department in the Ministry 
of Culture and Education, developing and implementing educational and cultural policies 
for minorities. He has conducted research within the National Institute of Public 
Education, and has worked as an Assistance director with educational policy analysis and 
comparative educational studies with the Open Society Institute, Institute for 

Educational Policy. As a Senior Advisor in the National Institute for Educational Development and Research, 
Peter has conducted policy analysis and planning in the fields of public financing of education, equal 
chances in education, systems of quality management, and capacity building in policy analysis and 
education. As of 2008, Peter Rado has been working as a Senior Consultant, focusing on policy and 
evaluation programs in the education fields, managing educational development programs. 

 


